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‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)
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“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear their threats; do not be
frightened. But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord” (1 Peter 3:13-15).

“Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious of those who do wrong;
for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away.
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight
in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:1-4).

“Anxiety frequently manifests itself in ungodly concern about provision,
performance, or reputation, and appears to be rooted in incomplete knowledge,
lack of control over circumstances, or failure to take an eternal perspective on
things.” - Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary

At the end of each year we set aside time to seek the Lord, thanking him for the
year that just passed and asking Him for guidance and blessing for the new year
ahead. This year, it seemed as if the Lord was telling us to be free from fear in 2018,
and to continue to serve Him wholeheartedly.

The Oxford Dictionary defines worry as “the state of being anxious and troubled
about actual or potential problems.” Naturally speaking, we have some reasons to
worry. Many of those we serve with are under massive pressure from governments
throughout the region, and over the years a total of more than 50 believers in
ministries we have worked with have been killed for their faith. Pressure is coming
from different directions, especially with the rapid increase of invasive technology.

Rather than looking at what could go wrong, however, the Lord wants us to look to
Him in faith, because fear and faith cannot exist together, and the stronger of the
two always kills the other. Our job is to set our eyes on Jesus and His kingdom, for
“without faith it’s impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6).

From the Frontlines
with Paul & Joy
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In the past year we have noticed that many Christians are becoming increasingly
discouraged and anxious, as evil in this world intensified. Believers know that the
Lord warned, “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow
cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved” (Matthew 24:12-13).
Note that Jesus didn’t say “their wickedness”, but “Because of the increase of
wickedness”. As believers, we should be careful not to watch too much news,
because it’s easy for our hearts to be hardened by the evil around us.

It’s no secret that we live in a sick and failing world. Even unbelievers want to
improve the society they live in. In frustration they protest and condemn political
leaders, but people will never be able to obtain true joy and peace until the Prince
of this world (Satan) is overthrown. Until then, true Christians should prepare for
an intense daily struggle for our faith, holiness and integrity, for the Bible warns us:
“Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled
with fury, because he knows that his time is short” (Revelation 12:12).

Instead of becoming fearful, however, great encouragement is given to followers
of Jesus, for the same passage exhorts us: “They triumphed over him by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much
as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!”
(Revelation 12:11-12).

Indeed, the Prince of this world will soon be overthrown, and will be replaced
forever by the true King of Kings, who will rule and reign over the nations from His
throne in Jerusalem.

As we present our Annual Report on the various projects and activities of Asia
Harvest last year, we want to remind you that the devil is not in control of this
world’s timetable. The Living God is in control and always has been!

The Lord Jesus is continuing to bring in His harvest from among the nations of the
world. Tens of thousands of lost people found salvation in Jesus today, and tens of
thousands more will be saved tomorrow, and every day. Jesus’ kingdom is expanding
and He is the Victor! His timetable is right on target, and one day when “the full
number of Gentiles” has come in (Romans 11:25), God will close the curtain on this
sick and sorry age. Until then, we are called to patiently endure, and to “encourage
one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews

10:25).anifests itself in ungodly concern about provision, performance, or
reputation, and appears to be rooted in incomplete knowledge,
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2018 Annual Report
In the remainder of this newsletter we present our 2018 Annual Report, detailing
the help Asia Harvest provided to the Body of Christ throughout Asia last year.

It has been a privilege to serve the Lord for another year, and we feel greatly
blessed to be a link in a chain that has resulted in many people coming to know
Him. Last year, hundreds of thousands more believers were strengthened in their
faith after receiving God’s Word through our Bible projects, and the more than
1,000 Asian evangelists we support led a reported 76,000 people to faith in Christ
among hundreds of unreached people groups.

For over 25 years our strategy has been to operate with as few overhead expenses
as possible, so that the maximum resources are placed in the hands of the frontline
workers—the many Asian Christians we are honored to assist and serve. We thank
each person who prayed for and supported our work last year. Without your vital
partnership none of these things would have occurred.

From the time of Asia Harvest’s inception in the late 1980s, we have always strived
to be transparent in the area of finances, and our annual financial statements
have been available to anyone upon request. Now, we have taken the extra step
of having our finances independently audited each year by a respected firm.
These reports will be freely available on our website.

We thank God that last year we were able to send out substantially more project
money than we received! Our operating costs are minimal, and are fully covered
by general, non-project donations, and from income generated by book sales.
That means that 100% of all project donations are used exactly as specified.

If you would like to read our latest financial statement, please go to the

“Resources” tab at our website www.asiaharvest.org
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Because of your prayers and partnership we ended 2017 supporting 1,179
Asian missionaries, serving among 845 unreached people groups.
A reported 76,674 people experienced God’s salvation last year.

The Asian Workers’ Fund provides support to Asian evangelists who are working
among people groups that have never heard the gospel. By the end of 2017 we
were privileged to support 1,179 evangelists among 845 unreached groups. These
workers encounter many hardships and persecutions, but have persevered and
are now seeing breakthroughs among many groups.

In 2017, those we support through the Asian Workers’ Fund led 76,674 people to
salvation in Jesus Christ (an average of 65 per worker). More than 240,000 con-
versions have been reported since this project commenced. Hallelujah! This is
even more remarkable considering most of the workers serve in some of the
darkest and most unreached areas of Asia, including among numerous Muslim,
Hindu and Buddhist peoples.

The Asian Workers’ Fund is constantly expanding and new workers are being
recruited. We invite you to support one or more Asian missionaries with a gift
of $25 per month each. A laminated prayer card issent to every supporter of this
project.

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND
Partnering with Pioneer Asian Evangelists
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Equipping China’s Christians with God’s Word

There remains a critical shortage of Bibles in China today because of the massive
growth of churches in rural areas. Tens of millions of house church Christians are
still unable to access God’s Word. Our Bibles are distributed to all parts of China,
helping establish new believers in the faith and adding fuel to the revival that
continues to burn throughout the world’s most populated country. Each full Bible
costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

Since 2000, we have printed and distributed more than 10.8 million Bibles to house
churches in China, with 563,087 in 2017 alone. This equates to 1,543 Bibles every
day, 64 per hour, or one full Bible every 56 seconds throughout the year. Each one
is a miracle. Thank you for praying and giving.

Total Bibles since
2000: 10,818,313
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Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been prevented from accessing
God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in
numerous languages throughout Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and else-
where.

Please pray for our project and all those who are involved with providing God’s Word to
the precious Christians of Asia. In 2017 we printed 99,078 Bibles through the Asian Bible
Fund. We were privileged to provide God’s Word in the following languages:

Assamese, Bengali, Bhadrawahi, Bilaspuri, Bugun, Chambeali, Chin Haka, Dogri, En-
glish, Gaddi, Gujarati, Haryanvi, Hindi, Kangri, Kannada, Kurumba, Mandeali, Marathi,
Nepali, Oriya, Pahari Kullu, Pahari Kulvi, Pahari Mahasu, Punjabi, Sakachep, Tagin, Tamil,
Telugu, Tutsa.

Current Total: 818,344 Bibles printed in 95 different languages.
Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND
Providing Bibles to Asia’s Christians
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The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus in India, China, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Nepal, and other Asian countries. Activities include printing and distribut-
ing Christian literature designed for children, funding Sunday school training classes,
providing free surgeries for those with special needs, and generally doing whatever it
takes to lift children out of spiritual and physical poverty.

The fruitfulness of this project has been tremendous.

Thank you for praying and partnering with us to bless the children of Asia!

Your prayers and generous support has so far impacted an estimated
133,916 children for Jesus Christ throughout Asia, with multitudes

being exposed to the Gospel for the first time.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
Reaching and Discipling Asia’s Children
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Because of your partnership we are supporting 297 living martyrs.

“A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death rather
than deny Christ or His work... One who sacrifices something very important to

further the Kingdom of God and endures great suffering for Christian witness.”

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports pastors and evangelists in
China, Vietnam and elswhere who are unable to work because of
injuries or illness caused by persecution. They and their families
face extreme poverty and hardship. Through a gift of $35 per
month you can help support one of these living martyrs. A prayer
card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Over the years Asia Harvest has provided assistance to the vic-
tims of natural disasters that have struck Asia. In addition to
providing aid through medicine, tents, blankets, food and wa-
ter, rebuilding homes etc., the Christians we partner with take
every opportunity to share the Gospel, and many people have
come to know Jesus Christ. This project also provides physical
and spiritual relief to Christian communities and families
throughout Asia who have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus in In-
dia, China, and a host of other Asian countries. Activities in-
clude printing and distributing Gospel literature designed for
children, funding Sunday school training classes, providing free
surgeries for those with special needs, and generally lifting chil-
dren out of spiritual and physical poverty. It costs an average of
just $10 to reach a child for Christ.

Your generous support has so far reached
133,916 children throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
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THE ROHINGYA
Over the past year,
you may have
heard about the
plight of the
Rohingya refu-
gees in western
M y a n m a r
(Burma).

The Rohingya
have been the tar-
get of ‘ethnic
cleansing’ as the
Burmese military
attempts to drive
them out of the
country. Hundreds
of Rohingya vil-
lages have been
burnt to the ground, men and boys mericlessly slaughtered, and women and girls
viciously raped.

Is there any hope for the Rohingya people?  YES! In fact, while many aid agencies have
been helping their physical needs, for the past three years we have been helping a
small group of Rohingya Christians, who met the Lord Jesus in a refugee camp. The
Holy Spirit gave them a burden to take the Gospel to their own people, and although
most organizations don’t think there are any Rohingya Christians, we can share that
they have led more than 130 Rohingya to repentance and faith in Christ!

Many lives have been transformed and the Good News is spreading that Jesus is the

only true hope in this world. Please pray for the precious Rohingya Christians.

The group of Rohingya evangelists are among the hundreds of Asian mission-
aries we support through the Asian Workers' Fund. We invite you to join us
as we help them take the Gospel to the unreached peoples of Asia.
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: P.O.Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, P.O.Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND:
AsiaLink, P.O. Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797
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‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

A Special China Issue
Massive Persecution is Underway
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“From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In
front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God.
Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as
crystal.” (Revelation 4:5-6).

Many years ago we were in Europe and spent a few hours visiting an ancient
palace. There were hundreds of priceless paintings and other antiques adorning
the rooms and hallways, but the room I remember most was the throne room,
from where the former kings and queens ruled and reigned over their subjects. It
may not have been the largest or most elaborate room in the palace, but it was the
location where the power and authority of the monarchy was concentrated.
Decisions were made there, and laws were issued that had to be obeyed or
punishment would ensue.

Going through the Bible and studying all the references to God’s throne is very
encouraging. Many of God’s people saw His glorious throne, from Moses and the
70 elders of Israel, to Isaiah, Daniel and Ezekiel, among others. All struggled to
find words to adequately describe the throne. If the throne is indescribabably
glorious because the Almighty God sits on it, imagine how great the glory of His
presence is!

In this newsletter we share some serious prayer requests and news from the
Church in China, but as you read them, please keep in mind that the Lord Jesus
Christ is firmly seated on His glorious throne and is in total control! The words He
spoke after being raised from the dead remain true, and will remain true forever:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).

While governments and wicked men have always plotted to harm God’s people
and to thwart His kingdom, the followers of Jesus have nothing to fear! The Church
in China and around the world belongs to the King of KIngs and Lord of Lords, who
has declared, “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The
kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against
his anointed, saying, ‘Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.’

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. He rebukes them in
his anger and terrifies them in his wrath” (Psalm 2:1-5).

From the Frontlines
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Please Pray for China
Massive Persecution is Underway

Note: The following alert was recently sent to people on our Asia Harvest email list.
The email and online version included links to important web pages and a video,
which helped readers understand the current situation facing Christians in China. If
you have internet access and would like to view those links, please do so by visiting
our website: www.asiaharvest.org.

For decades we have strived to openly share news and prayer requests from Asia,
as we seek to help God’s people extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. In this
newsletter we have a deep burden to share with you, and we ask for your fervent
prayers and intercession for our brothers and sisters in the Chinese house churches.
They are now undergoing a fiery trial that is more fierce than anything experienced
in China since the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and 1970s.

In the past 18 months, the situation for Christians in China has dramatically
worsened. At the start, we hesitated to publicly share the developments for a few
reasons. Some of the news we have received from Chinese church leaders is so
dire that most believers around the world wouldn’t believe it if we told them. We
also wanted to ensure that these things were not part of a short-term crackdown,
as over the years we have seen numerous seasons of persecution come and go in
China. However, we believe the time has come to present the known facts, to
help you understand what our fellow believers are experiencing right now.

* President Xi Jinping—who is about to have the constitution amended so he can
remain in power for as long as he wishes—first raised concerns among Christians
about three years ago when he spoke about the need to control “illegal religion”.
Persecution has markedly worsened since then, and hundreds of house church
pastors have vanished over the past few years. Many are assumed to have been
killed. Others may be held in “black jails” — secret facilities where they are
tortured mercilessly. When someone enters a black jail they are usually never
heard from again. Their families have no idea of their whereabouts, and all
communication ceases.
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* You are unlikely to hear much fresh information about the Church in China,
because most mission organizations working in China have been targeted in recent
years. Thousands of Western Christians have been expelled from the country,
while many of the large ‘persecution’ ministries have seen their Chinese contacts
arrested. The result is that news about the Church in China is becoming difficult to
access. The government appears to be trying to throw a blanket over the Church,
so that the rest of the world can’t see or hear what’s going on inside the country.

* Christian activity in China is now being strictly monitored due to the presence of
tens of millions of facial-recognition cameras that have sprung up in every city and
town, and now even in villages. The data from these cameras is fed into a massive
computer network around the clock. Using ‘artificial intelligence’, alerts are sent
to the police if the computers detect any suspicious activity, such as a group of
Christians gathering at a home for worship or Bible study.

* For decades, most members of Three-Self churches in China thought they were
safe because they had registered with the government. Many looked down on the
illegal house church networks and chided them for not “obeying the laws of the
land.” The distinctions between the two groups are now blurred. Hundreds of
Three-Self pastors have also been arrested in the last few years, and church
buildings have been demolished by special paramilitary forces. The largest single
worship center in China, the Golden Lampstand Church in Shanxi Province, had a
congregation of more than 50,000 members. The building, which was constructed
with official permission, was recently blown up by the Chinese authorities and is
now a pile of rubble.

* Last year the government announced draconian new laws designed to punish
“illegal religion” (i.e. all worship or activity outside the control of the atheistic
Communist Party). These new laws, which came into effect last month, include
fines of  up to US$30,000 for holding prayer meetings or Bible studies, while
Christians who travel overseas (including to Hong Kong) to attend conferences or
other Christian events may be arrested and fined up to US$50,000. These amounts
are more than a lifetime’s income for many Chinese believers. Pressure is also
being applied to those who associate with Christians. For example, landlords face
heavy fines if they rent a property to any believers who subsequently use it for
meetings.

* As a result of this massive suppression, in the past year almost all house church
networks we serve have stopped holding large gatherings, and have broken down
into tiny groups of no more than 4 or 5 believers. Even these small meetings carry
the risk of detection and police action, so great is the control being exerted.
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* In some parts of the country, thousands of Chinese Christians have been arrested.
The worst of all is in northwest China, where the government has cast a wide net to
demolish the threat of Islam, with at least 120,000 people currently believed to be
held in concentration camps throughout the region. Many Christians in Xinjiang,
both Han Chinese and ethnic minority believers, have been rounded up and sent
to the same concentration camps. Church leaders we work with have told us things
there are now “worse than during the Cultural Revolution.”

* The supply of Bibles to Chinese Christians has been severely reduced. The house
churches have never been officially allowed to access Bibles, but now the registered
churches are also reporting a great shortage. Last year, the few remaining Bible
courier ministries that were operating from Hong Kong also closed down. A decade
ago, Asia Harvest was one of about a dozen known ministries providing Bibles to
the house churches of China. Most of those groups have since been forced out of
the country through threats, intimidation, seduction, and other means.

We have received reports of some foreign Bible couriers recently being stopped at
the border. In the past, officials would confiscate the Bibles and allow the person
to continue on their journey. Now, those caught with Chinese Bibles have been
interrogated for up to 12 hours, expelled from China, and banned from coming
back for 10 years. We believe the overall purpose is to isolate the children of God
in China by strangling the supply of God’s Word. Many Chinese Christian websites,
Bible apps and other resources have also been blocked by the government.

* China is also extending its anti-Christian influence into neighboring countries.
We have received reports of believers in Nepal, Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam being
warned not to spread the Gospel across their borders into China, or they will face
severe consequences.

Summary: Few Christians around the world imagined that China would ever return
to an era of intense anti-Christian persecution like during Mao’s rule, but things
are in place for a brutal and prolonged period of struggle for Christians in China. In
many ways, because of new technology, believers face an even greater challenge
than during the dark days of the Cultural Revolution. Many in the West thought
that Communism collapsed with the breakup of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s.
Politicians were certain that free market reforms would cause China to embrace
democracy. They were wrong. The dark forces of aggressive, God-hating atheism
are alive and well in China, North Korea, and other parts of the world.
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR CHINA

* Praise God that He has done a wonderful work of grace in China during nearly 70
years of Communist rule! Today there are at least 100 million Christians in the
country, many of whom love the Lord Jesus with all their hearts and are willing to
lay down their lives for the Gospel. Pray this persecution will cause the Church to
rise up and claim even more of their country for the kingdom of God.

* Please pray the kingdom of Jesus Christ would be strengthened and would grow
even larger as a result of the current anti-Christian campaign. Pray that Satan would
not have his way, but that God’s children would be covered by the Blood of Jesus
and would come through the tribulations refined like pure gold.

* Ask God to glorify His Name once again among His people in China, and that by
breaking down into tiny groups of believers, the churches may get back to the
basics of the faith and introduce more people to the Lord than ever before.

* Most of the younger generation of Christian leaders in China have never
experienced severe, physical persecution. Understandably, many are nervous.
Please pray our Heavenly Father would reveal Christ’s all-sufficiency to them, and
they would come through the other side closer to God and better equipped to lead
His people.

* Pray the Holy Spirit would give His people heavenly wisdom and strategies to
know what to do in this crisis, and that the transformative power of the Gospel will
continue to be shared to the one billion people in China who have not yet bowed
their knee to the Lord.

* By God’s hand, Asia Harvest has provided almost 11 million Bibles to the house
churches in China over the years. We wish it was many millions more! The pressure
is intense, but please pray the Lord will continue to hold open the door for us to
continue. Please intercede for our Chinese co-workers who oversee the projects.
As long as there is a slight opening, we want to faithfully continue to obey what
God first called us to do 30 years ago.

* Satan and wicked men have continually tried to destroy God’s people in China
over the centuries, but His plans have progressed regardless. Pray the King of Kings
would confound the present generation of rulers, and they would learn the lesson
that many have previously discovered, dating back to the time of Pharaoh’s
persecution of God’s children, for the Bible says, “The more they were oppressed,
the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites”
(Exodus 1:12).
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You can sponsor an Asian evangelist among an
unreached people group for $25 per month each. Prayer cards and
updates are sent to all regular supporters of this project. To date, the
evangelists we help have led 249,733 people to faith in Jesus Christ.

The Asian Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in many languages to Chris-
tians in Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent and elsewhere. Each
Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 843,937 Bibles printed in 95 languages.

Bibles are distributed free of charge to house churchese in China,
equipping the Body of Christ. Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80
to print and deliver.

CHINA BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 10,925,891 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.

Asia Harvest is currently supporting 291 living martyrs.

Supporting church leaders and widows in China, Vietnam and
elswhere who are unable to work because of injuries or illness
caused by persecution. $35 per month helps a living martyr.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Providing children’s Gospel literature, Sunday school materials, and
lifting children out of spiritual and physical poverty. It costs an average
of just $10 to impact a child for Jesus Christ.

So far 137,534 children in Asia have been impacted by the Gospel.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND

Asia Harvest is supporting 1,255 Asian
evangelists among 903 people groups.

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND
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‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

SHANDONG
‘The Revival Province’ by Paul Hattaway
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In this newsletter we are glad to announce the first book in a series on the mighty
revival which has swept China during the past 50 years. We believe The China
Chronicles books will be a great blessing and encouragement, and will enrich the
spiritual lives of all who read them.

Many people are aware of the extraordinary explosion of Christianity in China, but
few know how this miracle occurred. The genesis of this project came at a meeting
I attended in the year 2000, where senior Chinese house church leaders expressed
the need for their members to understand how God has established His kingdom
throughout China.

My intention is not to present readers with a dry list of names and dates, but to
record the marvelous acts of the Holy Spirit, as God’s kingdom has taken root and
flourished in the world’s most populated country.

I consider it a great honor to write these books, especially as I have been entrusted,
through hundreds of hours of interviews with church leaders throughout China,
with many testimonies that have never previously been shared in public.

As a new believer in the 1980s, I recall reading reports from the Soviet Union of how
Christians were being brutally persecuted, yet the kingdom of God was growing
rapidly. By the time the Soviet empire collapsed in the early 1990s, no one had
systematically recorded the glorious deeds of the Holy Spirit during the Communist
era. Tragically, the miracles God performed in those decades behind the Iron Curtain
have mostly been forgotten, and the Body of Christ is much the poorer for it.

Consequently, I have been determined to preserve a record of God’s mighty acts in
China, so that future generations of believers can hear about the wonderful events
that have transformed tens of millions of lives there.

SHANDONG
- The Revival Province -

Book 1 of ‘The China Chronicles’

by Paul Hattaway
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Today, the Church in China is one
of the strongest in the world,
both spiritually and numerically.
Yet little more than a century
ago, China was considered one
of the most resistant mission
fields. How things have
changed!

When it’s all said and done, no
person will be able to take
creditfor the amazing revival in
China. It will be clear that this
great accomplishment is the
handiwork of the Lord Jesus
Christ alone. “The Lord has done
this, and it is marvelous in our
eyes. This is the day the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it” (Psalm 118:23–24).

A NOTE ABOUT THE PUBLISHER

SHANDONG is the first book we have written in collaboration with SPCK (Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge). Incredibly, in a transient world where everything
seems to be constantly changing, SPCK have been a rock of stability for a very long
time. They were established in 1698, and have produced quality Christian books for
the last 320 years without ever going out of business!

SPCK were faithfully strengthening the Body of Christ 78 years before the U.S.
Declaration of Independence; and 142 years before the founding of my home country
New Zealand! It has been a pleasure working with the friendly and professional
staff at SPCK, and they have produced a beautiful book that does justice to the
stories contained within its pages.

The remainder of this newsletter contains excerpts from ‘SHANDONG: China’s Revival
Province’, with a glimpse into a few key moments in the history of the Church in
Shandong, which is home to almost 100 million people. To order a copy of the book,
please see the enclosed form or visit our website (www.asiaharvest.org) for details.

Map of China with Shandong Province highlighted.
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The Jesus Family

In the 1920s, Jing Dianying (pictured) founded an
indigenous Chinese church movement in Shandong,
which came to be known as the ‘Jesus Family’. For
decades the Jesus Family grew and spread
throughout China, becoming a forerunner of today’s
house church movements.

The work began after Jing and his wife knelt
together and dedicated themselves to
unreservedly obey the Bible. They sold all of their
possessions and gave the money to the poor. When
other believers joined them, they pooled their
resources and purchased 43 acres of land in the
village of Mazhuang in central Shandong. The
property served both as headquarters for the church
and as home to a flourishing community of believers. The group’s five-word slogan
encapsulated their commitment to Christ and their pattern of frugal living:
‘Sacrifice, abandonment, poverty, suffering, death.’

To outsiders, the main distinguishing feature of the Jesus Family was the
tremendous love the members had for one another. The elderly were treated
with the utmost respect, and children were raised in a loving environment. Each
day began and ended with a group Bible study. On Sundays, all members of the
Family came together to worship the Lord.

In 1930, the Jesus Family began to tithe one-tenth of the harvest of their land to
the poor. God blessed their crops to such a degree that one of the leaders, Heng
Shin, later testified, “We felt we should add a tenth each year. This year we are
giving away nine-tenths.” Incredibly, on 43 acres of land, the Jesus Family was able
to support 500 believers and still give away 90 percent of their harvest to the poor.

As the movement grew, Jesus Family members formed evangelistic groups that
visited many towns and villages, preaching the gospel as they walked from place
to place. Their example of communal living and genuine Christian love attracted
those who were searching for life’s answers, especially the homeless, destitute
and despised. Many blind people and beggars joined the Family and found eternal
life in Christ. Things were far from easy, and often when the believers entered a
new town most of the population would come out to beat and humiliate them.
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The Chicken and the Egg

The moral transformation of Jesus Family members was far-reaching. During the
civil war that raged throughout China in the 1930s, one of the pastors was arrested
and thrown into jail for sheltering a Nationalist soldier. One day, his hungry wife was
deep in prayer when a chicken wandered in from the street and laid an egg. The
woman’s conscience wouldn’t allow her to take the egg laid by someone else’s
chicken for free, but she didn’t know who it belonged to. She caught the chicken and
tied a note to its leg along with some cash to pay for the egg, and released it back
into the street.

The owner of the chicken was astounded when he received the note and payment,
and news of the deed soon reached the Communist judge in the area. He investigated
the matter and was amazed to discover such honesty. The judge dismissed the case
against the pastor and immediately released him from jail.

The Jesus Family was the first Christian group in China to have a vision to take the
gospel from China all the way back to Jerusalem. Their workers carried baskets of
food and essentials as they walked across the country. The movement grew rapidly,
and by 1941 there were 141 different Jesus Family communities in eight provinces,
with approximately 6,000 members in Shandong alone.

Zhang Tangwu

Many men and women of God have suffered greatly for the gospel in Shandong
Province. One such brother was Zhang Tangwu from Weifang. Zhang was thrown into
prison in the 1950s, where he contracted a strange skin disease on his upper back.
When he was taken to court and questioned by judges, Zhang simply smiled and told
them about Jesus’ love. In prison his witness was so strong that the other inmates
gave him the nickname, ‘Living Jesus.’

Zhang was sentenced to death by the Communists, and as he awaited the day of his
execution, the disease grew so bad that puss openly oozed from his back, and the
prison doctors were convinced he would soon die. For many years this man of God
had prayed that he would not die in prison, but that he might die on the mission
field spreading the gospel among sinners.
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The other prisoners were terrified of Zhang’s disease, so they threw him out of their
cell and made him sleep in the disgusting latrine, in a pool of human excrement and
urine. Covered in open sores, the officials knew the unhygienic surrounds of the
latrine would quickly cause infection, so they made arrangements for Zhang’s burial
the next day. With death knocking at his door, Zhang continued to preach the gospel
to every prisoner and guard who came to use the toilet.

Zhang Tangwu knelt down in the excrement and wept bitterly for the wasted
opportunities in his life. Painfully, he dragged his half-dead body out of the latrine.
With the Lord’s help he inched his way to the prison courtyard, which had a mound of
stones in the center. He ascended the mound and held on to the top stone. With a
loud voice he proclaimed, “Everyone, listen to me! You must receive Jesus Christ as
Lord!”  All the prisoners could hear him clearly because their cells faced the courtyard.

With tears in his eyes and in great anguish of soul, Zhang cried out: “I am not crying
because of my disease or because of my impending death! I am crying because your
souls are precious to God. He loves you and longs to call you His children.”

At that very moment, an earthquake shook the ground and the prisoners were
terrified. They were doubly afraid because they couldn’t understand how Zhang had
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been able to drag himself back from death’s door to preach to them with such a loud
and authoritative voice.

Because of the exertion of dragging himself from the latrine to the courtyard, Zhang
Tangwu’s infected back split into two. The skin between his two shoulder blades was
no longer joined together, and puss flowed down and covered his waist and legs.

The prison guards finally came and carried him back to the latrine. They decided not to
shoot him, because they expected him to die within hours anyway.

The next morning when the guards came to inspect Zhang they were amazed to find
that his back had become better and was healing. Within three months he recovered
completely! Terrorized by the supernatural events that had displayed the glory of
God, the authorities were too afraid to deal with Zhang, and they released him from
prison.

God granted Zhang Tangwu the desire of his heart, and he continued to preach the
gospel among sinners until the end of his life.

God’s Wrath Leads many to Repentance

In recent decades the gospel has continued to spread throughout Shandong Province,
sometimes assisted by manifestations of God’s wrath. Government officials who
reveled in persecuting Christians were suddenly struck down. Many people believed
in Jesus as a result, for they knew the Living God had intervened on behalf of His
children by punishing the evildoers for their deeds.

In August 2002, a small group of evangelists traveled to a village to share the gospel
with idol worshippers. A 30-year-old man approached and ordered them to stop
preaching. When they refused, the man flew into a demonic rage, blaspheming the
Name of Jesus and spewing forth filthy insults and curses against God’s servants.

A crowd of onlookers gathered to observe the spectacle, and were amazed to see
how calm the Christians remained as they blessed and prayed for the man. After
about 20 minutes he left the meeting, but a short time later the villagers learned that
he had been knocked down and killed by a car. The villagers knew that God had judged
the wicked man, and many repented of their sins and placed their trust in Jesus.
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The Church in Shandong Today

In 2016 the Chinese President, Xi Jinping, demanded to meet privately with several
senior Chinese house church leaders. Although the content of their discussions was
kept strictly confidential, the results were soon evident, as waves of persecution
broke out against the house churches throughout China.

In Shandong’s Qingdao City, the police visited a local house church leader and told
him, “We know all about your meetings. We have been instructed to close you down,
but we will continue to let you meet if you give us all the weekly offerings you collect
in your churches!”

The house church leader rejected their attempted extortion, and the church broke up
into numerous small groups, allowing them to gather discreetly and without
disturbance from the corrupt local authorities.

In 2017 and 2018, many pastors and evangelists have been arrested and interrogated
in Shandong, while others have been bundled into vans or taken from their homes
and sent to one of China’s notorious secret ‘black jails’—unofficial places where the
government’s perceived enemies are taken and tortured mercilessly.
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A letter Asia Harvest received from Shandong in late 2016 presented a sobering
summary of the conditions in the province at the time:

“The government now requires that all churches be controlled by the Communist
Party. They must even display a national flag to show their loyalty. Some large
churches have been asked to hand over their offerings to the police. When the pastors
refuse to do so, they are ordered to disband their congregations. The crackdown has
been spreading and we expect tough times ahead.

The government is once again trying to squeeze the life out of the Church. There are
new laws prohibiting any religious activities without government approval—even
holding Bible studies of more than ten people in homes. We need to conduct trainings
with fewer participants.”

Recently, one Shandong house church leader told us: “Things here are like in Mao’s
day! We never thought we would return to such a time. The younger generation of
believers have never experienced severe persecution, and they are shaken. Please
pray they will patiently endure, and their faith will be tested and found to be like
pure gold.”

As you read our new book, you will learn how the Church in Shandong has been
blessed with powerful revivals, and from the ruins of ashes, floods, famines and
wars has arisen a shining and holy Bride of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has gained
much glory from His disciples in Shandong, where today an estimated 5.2 million
people confess Christ as Lord and Savior.

While the current leaders of China appear determined to repeat the mistakes of
their predecessors by again trying to destroy God’s children, let us pray that the
persecution will again result in revival and rapid growth in Shandong—the blessed
Revival Province of China.

The great need of Christians in Shandong continues to be Bibles. Those in rural
areas have struggled to access God’s Word for many years, and the large numbers
of new believers has seen the size of the need far outstrip the supply. The need for
our China Bible Fund is greater than ever, with an increasing number of believers
in China unable to access Bibles due to government restrictions and persecution.

With your prayers and support, Asia Harvest has provided more than 875,000 Bibles
to house church believers in Shandong over the years, and we will continue to do
so as long as the Lord keeps the door open. Please pray for the Church in Shandong!
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We currently support 1,259 Asian evangelists
among 922 unreached people groups.

The Asian Workers’ Fund supports indigenous church-planting
evangelists among unreached Asian tribes and ethnic groups.
These servants of the Lord have committed their whole lives
to the Gospel but are hindered by lack of finances. To date,
the evangelists we help have led 259,518 people to faith in
Jesus Christ. You can help support these dedicated workers for
$25 per month each. A prayer card and occasional updates
are sent to all regular donors of this project.

Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been
deprived of God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian Bible
Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages in South-
east Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and anywhere in Asia that
God’s people need His Word.

Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 845,093 Bibles printed in 87 languages.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term
project to provide Bibles for Christians. We receive countless
requests for God’s Word from church leaders throughout the
country. These Bibles are distributed free of charge, equipping
the Body of Christ and helping add fuel to the revival in China.

Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

CurCurCurCurCurrrrrrent Tent Tent Tent Tent Total: otal: otal: otal: otal: 7,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,949 Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed.CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 10,931,830 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.
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Because of your partnership we are supporting 291 living martyrs.

A martyr has been defined as “a Christian who chooses to suffer death
rather than deny Christ or His work... One who sacrifices something very
important to further the Kingdom of God and endures great suffering for

Christian witness.”

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports church leaders and wid-
ows in China, Vietnam and elswhere who are unable to work
because of injuries or illness caused by persecution. A gift of
$35 per month you can help support one of these living mar-
tyrs. A prayer card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

This project provides assistance to the victims of natural disas-
ters in Asia, by providing medicine, tents, blankets, food and
water, rebuilding homes etc. The Asian Christians we partner
with take every opportunity to share the Gospel, and multi-
tudes of people have come to know the Lord Jesus. This project
also provides physical and spiritual relief to Christian commu-
nities and families that have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus Christ
in India, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and a host of other coun-
tries. Activities include printing and distributing children’s Gos-
pel literature, providing free surgeries for those with special
needs, and generally lifting children out of spiritual and physi-
cal poverty. The results of this project have been staggering. It
costs an average of just $10 to impact a child for Christ.

Your generous support has so far impacted
137,642 children for Jesus throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
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‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

The Power of God’s Word
Transforming Lives throughout Asia
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From the Frontlines
with Paul & Joy

“For the Word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.” (Hebrews 4:12-13).

While in some parts of the culturally ’Christian’ world the Word of God has been
marginalized, cast aside and even banned from the public domain, in unreached
areas of Asia the Scriptures continue to be desperately sought after, as hungry
souls press into the kingdom of God.

It may be hard for some people to really picture the hunger for God’s Word that
exists. We recently spoke with a friend who took a backpack of Bibles on USB
drives to a staunchly Muslim nation that most Christians would consider too
dangerous to enter. He told us that when he first tried to give one of the drives the
people resisted, but once they discovered what was on the drives and news spread
throughout the community, hundreds of people came running from every direction,
besieging our friend! For days he shared God’s Word with the hungry people, who
thanked him with tears in their eyes, and begged him to teach them everything he
knew about Jesus.

For more than 30 years Asia Harvest has been providing the Word of God to people
in Asia using two main strategies. Firstly, we do all we can to print and distribute
Bibles to believers in restricted countries where access to the Scriptures is
prohibited. From the early days when we hauled heavy bags and suitcases across
borders, God placed His hand of favor on the project so that now, by His grace and
power, we have provided more than 11 million Bibles to house church believers in
China alone, and many more in dozens of other Asian languages. All glory to His
Name!

The second way we see God’s Word transform lives is lesser known, as we don’t
share so frequently about the printing of Scripture booklets that are used to
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evangelize unbelievers. Over the years we have printed many millions of Gospel
booklets and tracts to help reach the lost.

Recently, a colleague told us of an incident that took place in India last year when an
evangelist visited a fanatical Hindu area to distribute Gospel booklets. Unbeknown
to him, the people of that village had been plagued for a long time by the presence
of a demon-possessed woman. They tried to restrain her every day, similar to the
demoniac as recorded in the Gospels: “No one could bind him anymore, not even
with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains
apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him”
(Mark 5:4).

When the village leader saw that a Christian had dared to enter their remote Hindu
community, he was enraged. His men seized the evangelist and the whole village
gathered to watch. The Hindu priest asked, “Is your God stronger than our gods? If
not, we will kill you!” and they brought the demon-possessed woman and threw her
on the ground before him.

The evangelist later recounted that he was terrified by the situation, and he knew
his life would soon end unless God performed a miracle. The villagers grew
increasingly agitated as they sharpened their knives and sticks in preparation for
murdering the
intruder.

The Christian
bowed his head
and silently
prayed to the Lord,
as the villagers
howled with
derision. He then
looked at the
woman and, in the
Name of Jesus,
bound the
demons that had
control of her life.

One of our co-workers came across this bamboo
cage, which was used to imprison another demon-

possessed villager. He was gloriously set free in the
Name of Jesus Christ, and is serving the Lord today.
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Immediately, the woman fell to the ground as if she was dead. For minutes she
didn’t move at all, and the people were even more incensed, thinking the Christian
had killed her with a curse. He continued to call on the Name of the Lord, and took
advantage of the intense situation by boldly sharing the Gospel with the crowd.

Finally, after a long time, a hush came over the onlookers. The woman began to
move, and managed to sit upright on the ground. For the first time in years she was
calm and she even smiled. When the villagers realized she had been set free and
the demons had departed her, their intense anger changed to awe, and then joy.
Everyone eagerly accepted the Gospel booklets from the evangelist, and they
begged him to teach them how to know this Living God, who even has power over
demons.

In another location, a powerful witch was deeply disturbed every time her Christian
neighbors held a meeting in their home. The sound of people worshipping God
especially agitated her, and she told the Christians to stop gathering. When they
refused, the witch conjured up a spell and placed a curse on the believers to make
them die from snake bites.

Later that night, the Christian family’s sleep was disturbed by screaming coming
from next door. A snake had slithered into the witch’s home and bitten her while
she lay in bed! The family rushed over to help their neighbor. They cornered the
snake and killed it, and lovingly helped the woman. She recovered and was
overcome with the love shown to her by the believers. She later gave her life to
Jesus Christ, and shared the story of what had happened, how she had cursed the
Christians only to have her curse rebound on to her!

Just in the past month, Asia Harvest provided funds to print 710,000 more Gospels
of Mark in 18 different South Asian languages. These little yellow booklets are like
missiles for the Lord. They are distributed by local teams of Christians among
countless unreached Hindu, Muslim and Buddhist people groups, and those who
show an interest in learning more are followed up by the same workers. Over the
years we have printed millions of Gospels, and many thousands of people have
repented of their sins and surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ.

In this latest production of Gospel booklets, we printed 600,000 Gospels of Mark
for just 12 cents each — plus an additional 110,000 booklets containing the four
Gospels for 28 cents each — in the following languages and quantities:
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Gospel Booklets Recently Printed by Asia Harvest

Gospels of Mark (12 cents each)

Assamese 20,000 Bengali 30,000
English 50,000 Gujarati 30,000
Hindi 140,000 Kannada 30,000
Kui 10,000 Malayalam 10,000
Marathi 30,000 Nepali 50,000
Oriya 30,000 Punjabi 30,000
Rajasthani 10,000 Sadri 10,000
Santhali 10,000 Saora 10,000
Tamil 50,000 Telugu 50,000

The Four Gospels (28 cents each)

Bengali 10,000 English 10,000
Hindi 25,000 Kannada 15,000
Nepali 10,000 Oriya 10,000
Tamil 15,000 Telugu 15,000
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Please pray that each of these life-changing booklets would find their way to
someone who is searching for the truth, and that they would be gripped and
convicted of their sin and unbelief by the power of the Holy Spirit as they read
the Word of Life for the first time. Ask God to use these resources to bring many
lost sheep into His kingdom.

More printings and distributions like the one outlined in this newsletter are
undertaken at regular intervals. If you would like to give to this project, you are
most welcome. It is a wonderful opportunity to help reach someone who has
never heard the Gospel for as little as 12 cents. If you would like to be part of this
project, you can do so through our Asian Bible Fund, which firstly provides Bibles
for Christians, but also prints millions of Gospel booklets for evangelism among
unreached people.
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You can sponsor an Asian evangelist among an
unreached people group for $25 per month each. Prayer cards and
updates are sent to all regular supporters of this project. To date, the
evangelists we help have reported 270,194 conversions to Christ.

The Asian Bible Fund provides Bibles in many languages to Christians
throughout Asia. Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and de-
liver. Through this prokect we also print millions of Gospel booklets
that are used for evangelism.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 852,420 Bibles printed in 90 languages.

Bibles are distributed free of charge to house churchese in China,
equipping the Body of Christ. Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80
to print and deliver.

CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 11,061,812 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.

Asia Harvest is currently supporting 291 living martyrs.

Supporting church leaders and widows in China, Vietnam and
elswhere who are unable to work because of injuries or illness
caused by persecution. $35 per month helps a living martyr.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Providing children’s Gospel literature, Sunday school materials, and
lifting children out of spiritual and physical poverty. It costs an average
of $10 to impact a child for the Lord Jesus Christ.

So far 139,008 children in Asia have been impacted by the Gospel.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND

Asia Harvest currently supports 1,266 Asian
evangelists among 930 people groups.
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: PO Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, PO Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, PO Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797
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Food for the Hungry
God’s Word for the Sakachep People
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From the Frontlines
with Paul & Joy

“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Ephesians 4:16).

Over the years we have learned that the importance for Christians to identify
what gifts the Holy Spirit has given them, so they know what activities they
should be engaged in. At the same time, we’ve also learned to recognize those
areas we are not gifted in, and to be humble enough to let others do those things
that God has called them to do. The help Asia Harvest has been able to give to
advance the gospel has come about because of the excellent, God-appointed
partnerships we have formed. Other ministries possess strengths and abilities
we don’t have, while we have been privileged to contribute in other ways that
help get the job done.

Earlier this year we had a key meeting with the leaders of two other organizations,
where we prayed together and strategized about how to get God’s Word to
tribes and people groups that have never had access to it before. One ministry
focuses on translating the Scriptures, and have trained many workers to perform
this crucial task throughout Asia. The other ministry we met with are experts at
printing the Scriptures (which is not a straight-forward task, requiring ultra-thin
Bible paper etc.); while Asia Harvest is playing a role by committing funds to
produce thousands of Bibles in each new language, and to help with the
transportation of the Scriptures to remote areas.

The pictures adorning the following pages come from a joyous Bible dedication
service that recently took place among the Sakachep people. The Sakachep language
is spoken by about 60,000 people among various tribes in northeast India.

We recently sent an email newsletter that included a short video of the Sakachep
Bible dedication, showing the overwhelming gratitude to God that these precious
believers felt when they finally received God’s Word in their language. We encourage
you to view the video at our website (www.asiaharvest.org) and to share in the joy
of our Sakachep brothers and sisters, as 15,000 copies of their Scriptures were
distributed.
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Late last year, thousands of
Christians from the

Sakachep tribe gathered
together in a remote part
of northeast India to cel-
ebrate the dedication of

the New Testament in their
language, which had taken
several years to complete.

It was a glorious occasion, and
the first time in history that

God’s Word had been available
in their language. Young

Sakachep men and women
dressed up in their traditional
tribal clothing and celebrated

before the Lord.
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After the dedication service, crowds of eager Sakachep people pressed
forward to obtain their own copy of God’s Word. Partnering with two other
organizations, Asia Harvest was privileged to fund the printing and transpor-

tation of thousands of Sakachep Bibles through our Asian Bible Fund.
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After the meeting, the Sakachep made their way home with thankful
hearts to the Lord Jesus, and with the Scriptures safely in their hands. In

the coming months, several more Bible distributions are scheduled in
new languages near the Tibetan border, and more than 20 new transla-
tion projects are planned for the next few years. Please pray for these

projects. If you would like to support these strategic initiatives, we invite
you to do so by giving to our Asian Bible Fund.
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You can sponsor an Asian evangelist among an
unreached people group for $25 per month each. Prayer cards and
updates are sent to all regular supporters of this project. To date, the
evangelists we help have reported 274,756 conversions to Christ.

The Asian Bible Fund provides Bibles in many languages to Christians
throughout Asia. Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and de-
liver. Through this prokect we also print millions of Gospel booklets
that are used for evangelism.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 864,157 Bibles printed in 90 languages.

Bibles are distributed free of charge to house churchese in China,
equipping the Body of Christ. Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80
to print and deliver.

CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 11,175,278 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.

Asia Harvest is currently supporting 271 living martyrs.

Supporting church leaders and widows in China, Vietnam and
elswhere who are unable to work because of injuries or illness
caused by persecution. $35 per month helps a living martyr.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Providing children’s Gospel literature, Sunday school materials, and
lifting children out of spiritual and physical poverty. It costs an average
of $10 to impact a child for the Lord Jesus Christ.

So far 139,814 children in Asia have been impacted by the Gospel.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND

Asia Harvest currently supports 1,271 Asian
evangelists among 945 people groups.
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: PO Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, PO Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, PO Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797
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Light for the Nations
Reaching 500 People Groups in India!
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500 People Groups in India!
with Paul & Joy

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”   (Genesis 12:3)

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were
slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a king-
dom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

           (Revelation 5:7-9)

This month our newsletter is a little different than normal — We want to take this
opportunity to give thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to also thank our supporters
for their prayers and generous donations, which have recently enabled us to reach
the milestone of supporting evangelists among more than 500 different unreached
people groups in India!

All glory to the Living God for the great things He has done! When Asia Harvest
started many years ago we would have been amazed if the Lord had used our lives
to impact just one unreached people group for His kingdom! We never imagined
that one day (in conjunction with many wonderful ministry partners) we would be
helping to reach 500 people groups in a single country, while impacting nearly
1,000 different ethnic groups throughout all of Asia.

Where did this vision begin for us? It dates back to a powerful dream the Spirit of
God gave to Paul about 30 years ago when he was starting out on his journey with
the Lord. The following account is an excerpt from Paul’s autobiography, “An Asian
Harvest”. If you have not yet read the book and would like to, please let us know.
It can be ordered from our website, or a free copy will be sent to anyone who
requests it when they send a donation:

“One night I had a vivid dream which deeply impacted me and altered the course of
my life. In the dream, I was walking along a mountain trail that was strewn with
rocks of various shapes and sizes. The rocks represented different unreached people
groups. Some were huge and others relatively small, but all were deeply entrenched
in the soil on the side of the mountain. As I walked along, I tried to push them loose
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so that they would tumble down into the valley below. I sat on the ground and used my
legs to push against the stubborn boulders with all my strength, but they didn’t budge
from the positions they had been lodged in for centuries.

In my dream I was growing frustrated by my lack of progress, when all of a sudden a
group of Asian men and women approached me on the trail. Seeing what I was trying
to do, they immediately began to dig away the dirt and pebbles from around the base
of a large boulder. Now that many hands were united behind the task, the boulder
finally began to move. When it lurched onto its side we let out a great victory shout! We
shoved and kicked it some more, and it finally rolled over again.

Before long, the seemingly immovable boulder was careening down the side of the
mountain, crushing everything in its path as it gathered momentum.

Earlier, when I almost died from altitude sickness in Nepal, God had shown me a beautiful
vision of His loving heart for the lost sheep of Asia. Now, through this vivid dream, He
refined my call and revealed what the main focus was to be for the rest of my life. My
role wasn’t to personally try to start churches among Asia’s unreached peoples, but to
dislodge rocks and pebbles by raising awareness and partnering with the Body of
Christ to get the job done.

After a while, with God’s anointing, Christian fellowships would be established among
many unreached groups. As the gospel continued to spread, communities of believers
in each ethnic group would gather their own momentum, which would prove impossible
for the devil to stop. By helping to bring in the harvest, I hoped to be counted among
those who “look forward to the day of God and speed its coming” (2 Peter 3:12).

I soon discovered, however, that Satan and his armies don’t react kindly when unreached
people groups are being delivered from centuries of spiritual oppression. Each nation
liberated by the Blood of Jesus Christ means the devil’s final destination in the Lake of
Fire is a step closer. I needed to prepare for unrelenting spiritual warfare. The Bible
warns, “Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is
filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.’” (Revelation 12:12).

In the following two pages we present a visual display of the names of all 500 people
groups in India we are privileged to support evangelists among through the Asian
Workers’ Fund. We are thankful to all who have joined with us in prayer and giving,
and for the other ministries we have partnered with to help get the job done. Truly,
the kingdom of God is “like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.
Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big
branches that the birds can perch in its shade” (Mark 4:31-32).
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 Aguri  Abdul   Ad Dharmi  Adi Andhra  Agamudaiyan  Ahmadi  Alia   Andh   Ansari  Arain 
Arakala  Aray Mala  Arora (Hindu)  Arora (Sikh)  Assamese (Muslim)  Assamese (Sikh)  Atari 
Atishbaz  Badaik  Badhai (Hindu)  Badhai (Muslim)  Badwa  Bagata  Bagdi  Baha’i  Bahna 
Baidya  Baiga  Bairagi  Bairwa  Bajgi  Bakkarwal  Balai  Baija  Balti  Bangali  Bania  Bania,

Agarrwal  Bania, Chetti  Bania, Jaiswal  Bania, Komti  Bania, Oswal  Banjara (Hindu)  Banjara

(Muslim)  Banjara Bhat  Banka  Bansphor  Baori  Bari (Hindu)  Bari (Muslim)  Bariki  Barwala

 Basor  Bathudi  Batwal (Hindu)  Batwal (Muslim)  Bauri  Bavuri  Bawaria  Bazigar  Bedia

(Hindu)  Bedia (Muslim)  Beg  Beldar (Hindu)  Beldar (Muslim)  Bhand (Hindu)  Bhand (Muslim) 
Bhandari  Bhangi (Hindu)  Bhangi (Muslim)  Bhantu  Bhar  Bhat (Hindu)  Bhat (Muslim)  Bhatia

 Bhattra  Bhil  Bhil Barela  Bhil Kataria  Bhil Paware  Bhil Vasave  Bhisti  Bhogta  Bhoi  Bhoi

Ghogra  Bhoksa  Bhotia  Bhotia, Sikkim  Bhottada  Bhoyar  Bhuinhar  Bhuinmali  Bhuiya 
Bhulia  Bhumia  Bhumij  Biar  Bidur  Bind  Bindla  Binjhia  Bisati  Bishnupuria  Bissoyi 
Boipari  Bondili  Bondo Poroja  Bora Kuthliya  Boya  Brahma Kshatriya  Brahmin  Brahmin,

Bengali  Brahmin, Gujarati  Brahmin, Joshi  Brahmin, Kannada  Brahmin, Karhada  Brahmin, Maithili

 Brahmin, Purohit  Buna  Burmese  Chadar  Chak  Chakali  Chalvadi  Chamar (Hindu)  Chamar

(Muslim) Chandala  Chasadhobi  Chaudhari  Chauhan  Chenchu  Cherua  Chhetri  Chhipa 
Daharia  Daityapati  Dal  Damor  Dandasi  Dangi  Darjee  Darzi (Hindu)  Darzi (Muslim) 
Daule  Deori  Dera  Devendrakulathan  Dewar  Dhakad  Dhakoda  Dhanuk  Dhanwar  Dharua

 Dhimar  Dhobi (Hindu)  Dhobi (Muslim)  Didayi  Dolai  Dom (Hindu)  Dom (Muslim)  Dom

(Sikh)  Dora  Dosadh  Drukpa  Dudekula  Dulia  Faqir  Gadaba  Gadaria (Hindu)  Gadaria

(Muslim)  Gaddi  Ganda  Ganga Reddi  Gangakula  Gantra  Garasia  Garoda  Gauda  Gawaria

 Ghanchi  Gharti  Ghasi  Ghogia  Ghosi  Ghulam  Godari  Godhi  Godra  Golla  Gond 
Gond Dhuriya  Gond Dorla  Gond Maria  Gond Muria  Gond Nagawasi  Gond Rajgond  Gosain 
Goudu  Gowari  Gowdulu  Gudiya  Gujar  Gujjar  Guria  Gurung  Hadi  Hajam  Hakki Pikki

 Halba  Halwai (Hindu)  Halwai (Muslim)  Hazra  Hela  Ho  Holer  Idayan  Irika  Irular  Jad

 Jaggali  Jarawa  Jat (HIndu)  Jat (Muslim)  Jat (Sikh)  Jat, Aulak  Jat, Mann  Jat, Rathi  Jatapu

 Jaunsari  Jew, South Asian  Jhalo Malo  Jogi  Juang  Julaha  Kachari  Kachhi  Kahar (Hindu) 
Kahar (Muslim)  Kaibartta  Kalal  Kalu  Kalwar  Kamar  Kamathi  Kamboh (Hindu)  Kamboh

(Muslim)  Kami  Kammara  Kandra  Kanjar  Kaora  Kapali  Kaparia  Kapu  Karan  Karua 
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Kashmiri  Kathodi  Katia  Kattunayakan  Kawar  Kayastha (Hindu)  Kayastha (Muslim)  Kela 
Khairwar  Khandait  Khangar  Kharadi  Kharwar  Khati  Khatik (Hindu)  Khatik (Muslim) 
Khatri (Hindu)  Khatri (Sikh)  Khetauri  Kisan  Koch  Kodalo  Koireng  Koiri  Kokna  Kol 
Kolah Lohara  Kolha  Koli  Koli Malhar  Kollara  Kolowar  Kolta  Konai  Konda Dhora  Konda

Reddi  Kori  Korku  Koshti  Kotia  Koya  Kuchbandia  Kuli  Kumhar  Kummari  Kunbi 
Kurmi (Hindu)  Kurmi (Muslim)  Kuruba  Kuruman  Kurunga  Labana  Ladakhi  Laheri  Lama

 Liari  Lingayat  Lodha  Lohar (Hindu)  Lohar (Muslim)  Loi  Lunia  Madgi  Madiga (Hindu)  
Madiga (Muslim)  Magar  Mahanta  Mahar (Hindu)  Mahar (Muslim)  Mahara  Mahishya 
Mahli  Mahratta  Mahratta Kunbi  Mahtam (Sikh)  Majhi  Majhwar  Majjula  Mal  Mala 
Mala Dasari  Malai Vedan  Malakkuravan  Malayali  Mali   Mallah (Hindu)  Mallah (Muslim) 
Mallik  Mandia  Mangala  Manihar  Maravan  Marija  Matang  Matia  Mazhabi   Megh 
Meitei (Hindu)  Metei (Muslim)  Meo  Miana   Mina   Mirasi (Hindu)  Mirasi (Muslim)  Miri 
Mochi (Hindu)  Mochi (Muslim)  Moghal  Monpa  Monpa, But  Monpa, Dirang  Monpa, Tawang 
Murao   Musahar  Mussali  Mutrasi  Nagar  Nagarchi  Nagarulu  Nai   Naikda  Naiko   Nair

 Naliya  Nalkadaya  Namasudra  Namessej  Nat (Hindu)  Nat (Muslim)  Nau Buddh  Newar

 Onge  Oriya  Paharia  Paik  Painda  Paliya  Pan  Panchama  Panika  Paniyan  Panka 
Panniandi  Pardhan  Pardhi  Parenga  Parhaiya  Paria  Pashtun  Pasi  Patari  Patelia  Patni

 Patralu  Patro  Patwa  Pawaria  Pentia  Pinjara  Pod  Ponthai Nocte  Puthirai Vannan 
Qassab  Rajbansi (Hindu)  Rajbansi (Muslim)  Rajbhar  Raji  Rajput (Hindu)  Rajput (Muslim)  
Rajput (Sikh)  Rajput, Bais  Rajput, Chauhan  Rajput, Garhwali  Rajput, Khaimkani  Rajput,

Kumaoni  Rajput, Ponwar  Rajput, Saithwar  Rajput, Thakur  Rajput, Yadav  Raju  Rajwar 
Ramdasia (Hindu)  Ramdasia (Muslim)   Rana   Rangrez (Hindu)  Rangrez (Muslim)   Ravidas

Chamar  Ravulo  Rawat  Razu  Relli  Rona  Sabar  Sahariya  Saini (HIndu)  Saini (Muslim)

 Saini (Sikh)  Sali  Sanauriya  Santal  Sardar (Hindu)  Sadar (Muslim)   Saur  Sayyid  Segidi

 Shah  Shaikh  Sherdukpen  Sherpa  Shompen  Silpkar  Sindhi  Siyal  Sonar (Hindu)  Sonar

(Muslim)  Sounti  Sunri  Sunuwar  Sutradhar  Taga  Tagin  Tamboli  Tangsa, Hawai  Tanla 
Tanti  Tarkhan (Hindu)  Tarkhan (Sikh)  Teli  Thakkar  Thakuri  Thami   Tharu   Tharu, Rana 
Tharua  Thori  Tibetan  Tipera  Tiyar  Toto  Turaiha  Turi  Ujia  Vaddar (Hindu)  Vaddar

(Muslim)  Vakkaliga  Valmiki  Vanniyan  Varli  Vellalan  Viswakarma  Wattal  Yadav (Hindu)

  Yadav (Muslim)  Yenadi  Yerukula  Zangsari
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We are overwhelmed with gratitude when we think that the Name of Jesus is
being glorified among all the different unreached people groups in India listed
on the previous pages. It is amazing to think that each of those names doesn’t
merely represent a person or a village, but an entire ethnic group (‘nation’ in the
Bible) that must be reached by the Gospel before the Lord Jesus will return to
rule and reign upon the earth!

Of the 500 Indian people groups we are supporting evangelists among, not all
needs are equal, just as the boulders in the dream were various shapes and sizes.
For example, the Sabar ethnic group numbers just 5,000 people along the India-
Bangladesh border, and we currently support 3 evangelists who are trying to reach
this unique group with the Gospel. At the other end of the spectrum, 51 million
Chamar people live scattered throughout India, and through the Asian Workers’
Fund we presently support 74 evangelists who are targeting them. 99 percent of
Chamar people are Hindus, with only very small pockets of Christians among
them.

Finally, it’s good to remain grounded by the sobering realization that a massive
task still remains. Please don’t believe those who say the Great Commission is
practically completed and Christians should relax. It’s not true! While we are
thankful to be helping over 500 distinct groups hear the Gospel in India, the latest
mission research list 2,554 different people groups in India, of which 2,289 have
yet to be reached by the Good News of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about any of the groups listed on the previous
pages, we encourage you to go online to:

www.joshuaproject.net/countries/IN

There you can search the names of any of the groups and read their profiles. Let’s
pray for God’s kingdom to come among all nations! Only after this has happened
will there be loud voices in heaven declaring: “The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and
ever” (Revelation 11:15).

We continue to be in touch with many evangelists who need support to
go to unreached peoples. If you would like to help one or more of these
precious believers, we invite you to support them through the Asian
Workers’ Fund. Each donor will receive a laminated prayer card of the
evangelist allocated to them, and reports from the field will be sent
every six months to those who continue to help.
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You can sponsor an Asian evangelist among an
unreached people group for $25 per month each. Prayer cards and
updates are sent to all regular supporters of this project. To date, the
evangelists we help have reported 275,561 conversions to Christ.

The Asian Bible Fund provides Bibles in many languages to Christians
throughout Asia. Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and de-
liver. Through this prokect we also print millions of Gospel booklets
that are used for evangelism.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 869,920 Bibles printed in 97 languages.

Bibles are distributed free of charge to house churchese in China,
equipping the Body of Christ. Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80
to print and deliver.

CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 11,310,593 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.

Asia Harvest is currently supporting 293 living martyrs.

Supporting church leaders and widows in China, Vietnam and
elswhere who are unable to work because of injuries or illness
caused by persecution. $35 per month helps a living martyr.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

Providing children’s Gospel literature, Sunday school materials, and
lifting children out of spiritual and physical poverty. It costs an average
of $10 to impact a child for the Lord Jesus Christ.

So far 142,351 children in Asia have been impacted by the Gospel.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND

Asia Harvest currently supports 1,272 Asian
evangelists among 945 people groups.
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: PO Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, PO Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, PO Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797
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‘Put in the Sickle, for the Harvest has Come!’  (Mark 4:29)

Crisis in China (PART ONE)
The Worst Persecution in 40 Years
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“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you... They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know
the one who sent me. .” (John 15:18-19, 21).

Earlier this year we sent out a newsletter entitled “A Special China Issue,”
which told of the massive and brutal persecution of Christians underway in
China. Many people were shocked by what we shared, and some even doubted
if it was true, as other sources weren’t reporting the trouble.

In the following months it became clear that God’s people in China are not
merely going through a regular season of hardship, but a major effort is
underway to completely control the Church, backed by new technology that
creates challenges to the Body of Christ that have never been encountered
before. In this newsletter we will update you on the crisis in China, while
attempting to answer some of the common questions people have asked.

What’s the Latest News from China?

In recent months the government has markedly increased the pressure on
Christians throughout the country. We received an unconfirmed report from a
long-term China missionary stating that 314 house church Christians have
been killed in recent months, and hundreds more are missing. Most house
church leaders have gone into hiding and have disconnected their phones and
other devices because of the incredible surveillance capabilities of the state.

Thousands of house churches (which are considered illegal in China) have
been closed. Reflecting the actions of Mao’s Red Guards in the 1960s,
religious symbols such as crosses and Scripture posters have been torn down

and replaced by flags of China or portraits of President Xi Jinping.

Note: Our website version of this newsletter includes several important links to
articles and videos to help people understand what’s going on in China and how
best to pray. Please visit www.asiaharvest.org for more detailed information.

Cover picture: The Golden Lampstand Church in Shanxi Province being dynamited
by the Chinese authorities earlier this year.

From the Frontlines
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Some congregations have been ordered to sing the national anthem or other patriotic

songs at the start of their services. Others have been ordered to install government

facial-recognition surveillance cameras inside their worship halls, and those that have

refused to comply have been forced to shut down.

Landlords who rent buildings to Christians are being heavily fined by the
government, with new laws allowing fines of between 20,000 to 200,000 Yuan
(almost US$30,000). This has created a climate of fear and suspicion, and
thousands of fellowships have been forced out of the premises they were
renting. On the streets, the police have the power to stop and search anyone they
wish and to check their phones and other devices for content they deem a threat
to society. These threats may include the presence of a Bible app or visits to
Christian websites, or any communication considered unpatriotic.

The most severe persecution is occurring in the vast Xinjiang region in northwest
China. In recent years a promising church movement had emerged among the
Uyghur, Kazakh and Kirghiz people groups, but most of the church leaders have
been arrested and taken to concentration camps in the desert. Reputable news
organizations estimate at least one million people are being detained and tortured
in those camps right now. Many suburbs in cities like Urumqi, Hami and Kashgar
are now depopulated and countless buildings have been boarded up. Although
this initiative was designed to target Muslims in border areas, almost all Uygur
and Kazakh church leaders have also been taken away. The government doesn’t
care whether someone is a Muslim or Christian. It’s all the same to them.

Spiritual Forces behind the Persecution

While there are human reasons for the dramatic persecution, we should never
lose sight of the fact that Satan and his fallen hosts hate God’s people, and they
never rest in trying to destroy them. We recently updated our Christian stats for
all 2,866 cities and counties in China, and the end result was a marked increase
since the last time we reviewed our figures. Currently, we estimate a total of
129.7 million professing Christians in China, of which 109 million are Evangelical
believers. The Chinese government is fully aware of the explosive growth of the
Church in China, and they are determined to stop it. They don’t want China taking
over from South Korea as the number one Evangelical country in Asia.
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Political Ambitions

If you have read our Asia Harvest newsletters for some time you will know we
don’t usually mention politics at all, as our call is to equip the Church in Asia and
not to be entangled by civilian affairs (2 Timothy 2:4). Our goal is not to favor
one political system over another, but to see all people groups of Asia hear the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. If one quote sums up what we think about politics, it
would be this famous one from an ecconomist in the last century: “Under
Communism man oppresses man. Under capitalism it’s the other way around.”

To understand the human reasons of why China is so determined to destroy the
Church, however, it’s helpful to grasp the historical background behind China’s
geo-political ambitions. Starting in the 1800s, China was dominated by foreign
powers that carved up various parts of the country and exploited their natural
resources. The Chinese consider this the darkest period in their history, and have
labelled it “The century of humiliation.” Chinese resentment and desire to revenge
their “loss of face” runs deep. Japan was one of the foreign nations that dominated
China during this period, inflicting shameful cruelties on the Chinese people. A
few years ago a survey in China found that 82 percent of respondents said China
should launch a war with Japan before the end of this decade.

In a bid to try to erase the painful memories of the past, China believes they have
an opportunity to be the new world super-power, replacing the United States and
the West. To achieve this lofty goal, President Xi Jinping has stopped at nothing
to implement his “One Belt, One Road” initiative, which would result in China
having the most powerful economy and military on earth. To help him succeed,
earlier this year Xi was appointed ‘President for life’. Whereas often in the West
we think in terms of months and years, the Chinese think in terms of decades and
even centuries. They are not in a rush, and are determined to gradually work
their way toward becoming the undisputed world power.

The Communist leaders trying so desperately to implement their global vision
are God-hating atheists, and they are determined not to let anyone or anything
stand in their way. They want absolute power over what people do, say and think,
and Christians, Muslims, or anyone else who may pose a threat to their goals are
being subdued, controlled, or eradicated. These are the reasons behind the current
campaign to wipe out the Church in China. Mao tried to do this from the 1950s to
1970s, and Xi Jinping seems determined to finish the job that Mao failed to
do.
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Is Persecution always Good for the Church?

Many times you have probably heard it said that “The blood of the martyrs is
the seed of the Church.” Often people have written to us with this quote, as if
it is the sum total of persecution for Christians. It may surprise some to learn
that this phrase is not in the Bible at all, but was spoken by Tertullian, a second
century church leader in North Africa. For the record, Tertullian’s full quote was:
“The more ye mow us down, the more quickly we grow; the blood of Christians
is seed. The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church. Dying we conquer.
The moment we are crushed, that moment we go forth victorious.”

Is what Tertullian said true? Is persecution always good for the Church, and
does it invariably result in the expansion of the faith? We believe that while
Tertullian’s quote may be generally true, it is certainly not always the case.

Persecution in itself does not bring revival. It is a time of testing, and over the
years we have known many church leaders in China, Vietnam and elsewhere
who have gone through fiery trials, but instead of coming out of prison renewed
and more zealous for the Lord, many have emerged spiritually weaker and
overcome by sins and temptations. Sadly, we know of some former church leaders
who are no longer walking with God. In the 1930s a missionary in northeast
China stated, “The blood of martyrs may indeed be the seed of the Church, but
sometimes the crop from that seed is not always a good one.”

A survey of Church history clearly reveals that persecution does not automatically
result in the growth of Christianity. The nations of Central Asia and the Middle
East once contained as many as 30 million Christians, but the Islamic conquests
of the region wiped out the Church in numerous locations, many of which have
yet to see any more spiritual light for over 1,000 years to the present day.

In this first of two newsletters on the Crisis in China we wanted to update
readers on the latest challenges facing our Christian brothers and sisters
there. Next month we will share more on how these tumultuous events are
affecting Christian work in China, and and we will include a public state-
ment made by many church leaders. Be assured that despite these new
challenges all Asia Harvest projects in China are continuing! Church leaders
have cried out to the Lord for heavenly strategies, and are implementing
what God has told them to do. Please pray fervently for the Church in

China!



6Asia Harvest November 2018

Asia Harvest currently supports 1,283 Asian
evangelists among 983 people groups.

The Asian Workers’ Fund assists indigenous church-planting
evangelists who are involved in strategic ministry to unreached
people groups. These disciples have committed their whole
lives to the Gospel but are hindered by lack of finances.

You can sponsor an Asian evangelist among an unreached
people group for $25 per month each. Prayer cards and up-
dates are sent to all regular supporters. To date, the evange-
lists we help have reported 312,008 conversions to Christ.

Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been
deprived of God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian
Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages
throughout Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and else-
where.  Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and de-
liver. Through this project we also print millions of Gospel
booklets that are used for evangelism.

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 911,624 Bibles printed in 99 languages.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term
project to provide Bibles for Christians who cannot access God’s
Word. We receive countless requests for Bibles from church
leaders throughout the country. These Bibles are distributed
free of charge, equipping the Body of Christ and helping add
fuel to the revival in China.

CurCurCurCurCurrrrrrent Tent Tent Tent Tent Total: otal: otal: otal: otal: 7,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,9497,434,949 Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed. Chinese Bibles distributed.CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

Current Total: 11,371,128 Chinese Bibles printed and distributed.
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Asia Harvest is currently supporting 293 living martyrs.

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports church leaders in China, Viet-
nam and elswhere who are unable to work because of inju-
ries or illness caused by persecution. They and their families
face extreme poverty and hardship. Through a gift of $35 per
month you can help support one of these living martyrs. A
prayer card is sent to every supporter of this project.

LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

The Persecution & Relief Fund assists the victims of natural
disasters that have struck Asia. In addition to providing aid
through medicine, tents, blankets, food and water, rebuilding
homes etc., the Christians we partner with take every opportu-
nity to share the Gospel, and many people have come to know
Jesus Christ. This project also provides physical and spiritual
relief to Christian communities and families throughout Asia
who have been affected by persecution.

Transforming lives from ashes to beauty with God’s love.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

The Bless the Children Fund introduces children to Jesus Christ
in India, China, Vietnam, Indonesia, Nepal, and a host of other
countries. Activities include printing and distributing Gospel lit-
erature designed for children, providing free surgeries for those
with special needs, and generally lifting children out of spiri-
tual and physical poverty. The results of this project have been
tremendous. It costs an average of $10 to impact a child for Christ.

Your generous support has so far impacted
143,166 children for Jesus throughout Asia.

BLESS THE CHILDREN FUND
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Asia Harvest Addresses
www.asiaharvest.org  /  office@asiaharvest.org

NORTH AMERICA: 353 Jonestown Road #320, Winston-Salem, NC 27104, USA

AUSTRALIA: 36 Nelson Street, Stepney, South Australia 5069
Bank details: CBA 06-4410-10255537 (Asia Harvest)

NEW ZEALAND: P.O.Box 1757, Queenstown 9348
Bank details: ASB 12-3154-0092327-00 (Asia Harvest)

EUROPE: Stiftung SALZ, Tailfingerstr. 28, 71083 Herrenberg, Germany
IBAN: DE93 6426 1853 0060 0080 08 / BIC: GENODES1PGW

MALAYSIA: Strategic Missions Program, P.O.Box 8036, Pejabat Pos Kelana
Jaya, 46780 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Bank details: CIMB 8008242805 (Strategic Missions Program)

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND: AsiaLink, P.O. Box 891, Preston PR4 9AB, England
Bank details: NatWest Bank 01-07-65, Account No. 07018797
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Current Total: 915,460 Bibles printed in 99 languages.

Asia is home to many ethnic groups where people have been 
deprived of God’s Word, sometimes for decades. The Asian 
Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages 
throughout Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and 
elsewhere.   

Each Bible costs an average of $2.70 to print and deliver.

We are partnering with house churches in China in a long-term 
project to provide Bibles for Christians. We receive countless 
requests for God’s Word from church leaders throughout  
the country. These Bibles are distributed free of charge,  
equipping the Body of Christ and helping add fuel to the 
revival in China. 

Each full Chinese Bible costs just $1.80 to print and deliver.

ASIAN WORKERS’ FUND

CHINA BIBLE FUND

ASIAN BIBLE FUND

Current Total: 11,317,561 Chinese Bibles printed  
and distributed.

The Asian Workers’ Fund assists indigenous church-planting 
evangelists who are involved in strategic ministry to unreached 
people groups. These disciples have committed their whole  
lives to the Gospel but are hindered by lack of finances. 

You can help support these dedicated workers for $25 per 
month each. A prayer card and occasional updates are sent  
to all regular donors of this project.

We currently support 1,284 Asian  
evangelists among 986 unreached people groups. 
Total reported conversions to Christ: 315,554
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